Language Development Stages: Sample Behaviors S
in the Classroom

Stage Sample Student |Sample Teacher | Questioning
Behaviors Behaviors Techniques
Pre-production « Points to or provides other | * Gestures * Point to...
« Students are non-verbal responses * Language focuses on * Find the...
totally new to * Actively listens conveying meanings and * Put the__next to the
English * Responds to commands vocabulary developmen{
* May be reluctant to speak * Repetition * Do you have the__?
*Generally lasts 1-3 « Understands more than can | * Does not force student to | ® Is thisa__?
months produce speak « Who wants the ___?
e Whohasthe 7
Early Production . é)hne 1‘;:or ht‘;/o word utterances |*® A{)Sks (:1ues'ci0(rils'},J that C7n . Y;Sg{'l 1:0 (I:)the trouble
. * Sho ases e answered by yes/no on?
* Stud.en o ax;e low ? and either/or responses | ¢Either/or (Is this a
beginners * Models correct responses screwdriver or a
* Generally lasts « Ensures a supportive, low| hammer?
several weeks anxiety environment ¢ One word response (Wha
* Does not overtly call utensil am Iholding in
attention to grammar my hand?)
errors ¢ General questions which
encourage lists of words
(What do you see on the
tool board?)
* Two-word response
(Where did he go? To
work.)
Speech Emergence * Participates in small goup | ° F:ggi:;f: G
¢ Students are AeHvites o Provides edueat .
e ,, « Demonstrates comprehension | © © oV ceo wedHen * How is this like that?
'begnners ina Va_riety of ways comp rehension checks ¢ Tell me about...
« Speaks in short phrases and e Uses performance-based | Talk about...
sentences Ua:;ezsg::;e 4 * Describe
» Begins to use language more | * How would you
ﬁ-%gl‘; B vocabulary change this part?
¢ Asks open-ended
questions that
stimulate language
production
s 3 : : ¢ What would you
Intermediate Fluency ° Part'lc'lpates in r‘eadmg anc‘i * Fosters conceptual vecemmand /};uggest?
» Students are “high Femifig acthasties o acqine devel?z(ri\?int od + How do you think this
beginners S frmcdi- new mfor_mahon. N o expanded literacy story will end?
4 " » May experience difficulties in through content o That 1sithe &t
ate or advanced abstract, Co@iﬁvely e Continues to make a 15 be St(?)ry
May require several demanding subjects at school, lessons comprehensible . W‘h[ at éa oclﬁc; inion -
years to achieve espedially when a high and interactive o s ga tter'?p
native-like fluency in degree of literacy is required | * Teaches ttkﬁnildng and o Desgsibe /com.pare
ic sethin study ski A
N + Continues tobe alertto | qu are these similar/
I | : different?
incividual differencesin | | Wh uld b .2
language and culture .at WO appen if...
* Which do you prefer?
Why?
¢ Create.

Source: Adapted from Empowering ESOL teachers: An overview. (No date). Tallahassee, FL: Florida
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